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was cloven in twain by the king's own
hand; and from the body rolled gems,
coins, ornaments, and treasure incalculable.
The priests prayed and wept, but vain was
the appeal; they were slain by the infu-
riated soldiery; and the king commanded
that the fragments of the idol should be
carried to Ghizni, and there cast before the
great mosque, in honour of the triumph of
Islam.*

Thus fell the splendid idol of Puttun j
and such the intolerance which led to the
wanton defacement of its beautiful temple.
The solidity of its materials,f and the fa-
vourable climate of the east, have preserved
some remnants of its architectural beauty ;

* The destruction of the Temple of Somn&th oc-
curred during the tenth and last expedition of Mah-
moud, A. B. 1022. Heg. 413.

f As some proof of this, I may mention that,
until very lately, the roof of the Somnftth was used as
a battery for several large pieces of ordnance, placed
'there by the Nuwaub, to protect the neighbourhood
of his Harbour of Puttun from pirates.